Effects of the phosphodiesterase-IV inhibitor EMD 95832/3 on tumour growth and cachexia in rats bearing the Yoshida AH-130 ascites hepatoma.
Administration of the phosphodiesterase-IV inhibitor EMD 95832/3 (Merck KGaA, Darmstadt, Germany) to rats bearing the ascites hepatoma Yoshida AH-130, a highly cachectic tumour, could not prevent either the anorexia nor the massive weight loss (affecting both adipose and skeletal muscle tissues) present in the tumour-bearing animals. This compound did not have any effects on the fractional rates of protein turnover in skeletal muscle, and did not affect circulating triacylglycerols or lipoprotein lipase activity in adipose tissue. Although the administration of EMD 95832/3 did not influence tumour growth either, it did increase the number of tumour cells undergoing apoptosis. It is concluded that the drug is unable to reverse the cachectic state in this particular experimental tumour model.